
MORE ON BACK 
 

INFORMATION From UniteLCF! – Petition for a Territory Transfer – Oct 2016   
Provided to help clarify any misunderstanding and allow for a more open and transparent dialogue on the subject 

 
 

For the past 50 years, a majority among the ~2000 residents of La Cañada Flintridge (LCF) living within the GUSD school 

district (Sagebrush) have sought a permanent right for their kids to go to their hometown La Cañada Unified schools.  In 

2013, prompted by our citizens group, UniteLCF!, both school districts started talks and in March 2014, jointly presented a 

proposed transfer plan at a town hall at CVHS.  In Nov. 2014, GUSD unilaterally proposed new terms, seeking 50% of lost 

state student funding for 12 years from LCUSD.  Those terms were not viable to LCUSD since it would leave no money to 

educate kids.  GUSD was unwilling to negotiate different terms even after we met with them in May 2016 with a new 

proposal.  THE PETITION – With no other options left, UniteLCF! filed a formal petition to the Los Angeles County Office 

of Education (LACOE) in June 2016 to begin the formal process seeking a transfer of the Sagebrush area of LCF from GUSD 

to LCUSD. In addition to the six reasons, listed in the Petition filed with LACOE, during the public hearings we will identify 

the local educational needs and concerns of the Sagebrush families, which more closely align with LCUSD’s educational 

approach and programs than they do with GUSD’s.  Not to say one community or one school district is better than the 

other, but that each district is tasked with identifying priorities that reflect its local community’s needs and concerns.  

TIMELINE - The LACOE process officially started in September and will have two public hearings and a tentative decision 

within four months after the hearings. The total process is expected to take 15-24 months if there is no appeal to the State 

Board of Education, or 24-36 months if appealed.  ELECTION - If the Petition is approved and upheld on appeal, there will 

be an election and LACOE will determine the voting boundaries. In the 1990s, LACOE selected Mountain Avenue and Palm 

Crest as the voting boundaries. 
 

PETITION ADDRESSES THE MAJOR CONCERNS THAT HAVE BEEN RAISED 
 

THE PARK IS OFF THE TABLE.  As requested by the Mountain Avenue community, absolutely no property or facilities will 

transfer between GUSD and LCUSD. The petition fully excludes the GUSD-owned lot on Ocean View.   

2022/23 IS OUR PROPOSED TARGET DATE FOR THE TRANSFER. The petitioners have  proposed a delayed formal 

implementation to allow both districts time to plan and to minimize disruptions to the two most impacted elementary 

schools—Mountain Avenue and Palm Crest. 

NO CURRENT GUSD STUDENTS NOR THEIR SIBLINGS WILL BE REQUIRED TO TRANSFER TO LCUSD. The petitioners 

have proposed that anyone attending GUSD on the effective transfer date can continue to do so, as can their siblings. 

MOUNTAIN AVENUE WILL STAY A NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL & IMPROVED SAFETY 

GUSD HAS MAINTAINED THAT OVER 300 ADDITIONAL STUDENTS WOULD IMMEDIATELY BECOME ELIGIBLE TO 

ATTEND MOUNTAIN AVENUE.  This would be done with very minor changes to attendance boundaries of Monte Vista 

and Fremont elementary schools. This is substantially more than the number of students who would leave the school due 

to a territory transfer.  – 6-17-14 GUSD Report 

GUSD LOCAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS WOULD BE LESS CROWDED.  Currently both Mountain Avenue and Monte Vista 

Elementary are at or near full capacity and have been turning away new students.  In the past few weeks a resident in La 

Crescenta who lives within the Mountain Avenue borders was unable to enroll because of capacity issues. According to 

Mountain Avenue 2016/17 Directory class sizes are TK 25 | Kinder 23-25 | 1st 23-25 |   2-3rd 25-28 | 4-6th 35-36.  And there 

are 3 Split Classes Kinder/1st; 4/5th and 5/6th.  

ACCESS FOR STUDENTS & FIRST RESPONDERS IN EMERGENCY WOULD IMPROVE – With fewer Sagebrush students 

attending Mountain Avenue being offset by Monte Vista students, there would be less traffic from outside the local La 

Crescenta neighborhood during a major emergency if the footbridge were to be disabled. 

86 ELEMENTARY STUDENTS FROM SAGEBRUSH HAVE ALREADY TRANSFERRED - via permit- from GUSD to LCUSD, 

without disruption to Mountain Avenue enrollment or its programs, since the territory transfer discussions began in 2013. 

GUSD CONTINUES TO AFFIRM THAT ALL SAGEBRUSH STUDENTS SEEKING TO ENROLL IN LCUSD SCHOOLS WILL 

BE RELEASED. 



THE TRANSFER WOULD HAVE NEGLIGIBLE IMPACT ON GUSD,                                                
TEACHERS AND STUDENTS – WHAT DEVASTATION?? 

 

SAGEBRUSH REPRESENTS LESS THAN 2% OF GUSD BY ENROLLMENT, POPULATION SERVED, REGISTERED VOTERS, 

LAND AREA, AND TAX BASE INCLUDING RELATED PROPERTY TAXES.   

CURRENTLY, SAGEBRUSH STUDENTS REPRESENT ABOUT 1% OF GUSD’S TOTAL ENROLLMENT AND NOT ALL 

WOULD CHOOSE TO TRANSFER – no different from the results of the open-enrollment area GUSD proposes. 

o 113 Sagebrush Students Listed in Mountain Avenue Directory  – 2016/17 

GUSD SHOWS CONFIDENCE IN REVENUES BY INCREASING ITS EXPENSES IN 2015 

o $61M in additional combined revenue from 2013/14 – 2015/16 

o $280M combined revenue in 2015/16, $34M over budget.  $239M 2014/15 $219M 2013/14 

o $7.8M increase in General Fund Balance over budget to $44M ($8M Econ Uncertainty) end of 2015/16. 

o $14.7M increase in annual expenses by raising salaries in 2015/16. (little to no additional hires) 

GUSD ENROLLMENT FLUCTUATES ANNUALLY - DOES NOT IMPACT ITS ABILITY TO MANAGE PROGRAMS.  ALSO 

GUSD PREDICTS RISING ENROLLMENT: 
 

o TOTAL ENROLLMENT - 26,119 in 2015/16 (Down 63) | 26,182 in 2014/15 (Up 98) | 26,084 in 2013/14 (Down 

110) | 26,194 in 2012/13 (Down 56) | 26,250 in 2011/12 (Down 143) | 26,393 in 2010/11 
 

o HIGH OUT-OF-DISTRICT APPLICATIONS & WAIT LISTS IN FLAG PROGRAM  3-1-16 GUSD REPORT 

 312 Kdgn WAIT LIST Out of District Students as of Feb 25, 2016 | 530 Kdgn &  252 Gr. 1-6 WAIT LIST Totals 

 529 APPLICATIONS  from Out-of-District Kdgn Students for 2016/17 
 

o PROJECTED INCREASE IN GUSD ENROLLMENT FROM NEW RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 8-29-14 GUSD REPORT 

 636 more students attending GUSD over 10 years from new residential development 

 3,106 new dwelling units by 2019 
 

o LOCAL SCHOOLS ENROLLMENT IS STRONG in 2015/16 

 550 students at Mountain Ave (Elementary) since 2013/14 (Up 1) 

 763 students at Monte Vista (Elementary) since 2013/14 (Up 101)  

 679 students at Fremont (Elementary) since 2013/14 (Up 3) 

 1251 students at Rosemont (7-8th) since 2013/14 (Up 59) 

GUSD IS WASTING TIME & MONEY THAT COULD BE SPENT ON SERVING GUSD KIDS 
 GUSD has spent countless hours and hundreds of thousands of dollars in legal and consultant fees to retain 

“ownership” over this tiny sliver of its boundaries. 
 

 These are dollars and hours that could be dedicated to GUSD classrooms across the Crescenta Valley.   
 

 Without a permanent resolution to this issue, GUSD resources (time and money) will continue to be 

consumed by legal and administrative costs rather than serving students in the classroom – why does GUSD 

continue to fight a battle that is not going to go away, wasting valuable resources for decades?   
 

Sagebrush residents merely seek the same benefit enjoyed by every household within the City of 

Glendale and unincorporated La Crescenta and Montrose, that is, the right to have their children 

permanently attend schools in their hometown city of La Cañada Flintridge. 
 

For Information - www.uniteLCF.wordpress.com or Nalini Lasiewicz 818-249-9691 nalini@lasiewicz.com 

http://www.unitelcf.wordpress.com/
mailto:nalini@lasiewicz.com

