
T Smith Comments to GUSD Board at October 21, 2014 meeting 
 

 I look forward to tonight’s discussion on getting to a proposal for a settlement agreement 
on the territory transfer. 
 

 I’ve sat through most of these meetings and heard comments from both supporters and 
opponents – as well as multiple recaps of the long history of this issue. 
 

 In many of these meetings commenters have chosen to focus only on the negative impacts 
they fear a transfer would bring to the local schools. 
  

 This Board has responded to many of their concerns and yet the critical sniping at your 
efforts has continued undeservedly. 
 

 Much of the prior discussion has distilled down to a few issues for which you’ve given 
assurances that there are answers to the concerns: 

o Mt Ave will remain a neighborhood school with new programs to attract enrollment 
o Flexible boundaries will be created to not only bolster Mt Ave enrollment but stem 

overcrowding at Monte Vista 
o As for the loss of per-student state funding, that can be mitigated in a number of 

ways; 
 First, not all the eligible students will transfer to LCUSD as many parents on 

the La Canada side are completely satisfied with Mt Ave 
 2nd,  in 2013 there were approx. 170 GUSD permit students attending 

LCUSD schools – reducing the number of future permit students will greatly 
reduce the number truly lost from GUSD 

 Lastly, with the significant new residential development occurring in 
Glendale, I think it reasonably likely that the demands on schools in the core 
of Glendale will ripple out to the foothill schools. 
 

 Some say there are no benefits to GUSD from a transfer, which I say is unlikely. In addition 
to the benefits I mentioned above, I’ll add: 

o Greater attendance flexibility to the families residing in the area 
o Students in both Glendale and La Canada Flintridge attending schools in their own 

city and being fully integrated across both 
o Smaller class sizes with less need to have split classes which displeases many 

parents 
 

 

 In closing, let me point out once again that this issue has been ongoing for 5 decades and 
there is no reason to believe that it won’t be for future decades if a negotiated settlement 
isn’t reached…..this issue is very solvable if approached in a rational and reasonable 
manner and I encourage you to do so. 

 


